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Abstract 
 
The key to improving education in the coming years largely depends not only on the sources of funding and 
investment in education, but also on the existence of effective and coherent policies based on evidence, student profile, 
interests and acticities with a better prioritization of educational goals in order to develop skills and basic skills and 
transversal to all children, young and adults in lifelong learning perspective with special focus on rural areas, 
disadvantaged communities and people with special educational needs.. In order to meet market requirements, each 
university must provide a guarantee of achieving the targets of excellence, ensuring the success only by introducing a 
quality management system, aimed at satisfying employability of graduates, as well as their needs. The higher education 
system in Romania has undergone significant changes after 1990. Significant increases were recorded for economic 
studies and legal studies, technical studies making a strong comeback in the last decade in terms of number of 
students. With the increasing number of students increased also the number of teachers in higher education, but with a 
much lower rate. Also, the infrastructure of higher education institutions has grown but much slower as the number of 
students. Universities must adapt their educational programs to the specific needs of these categories of students, and to 
develop appropriate training programs for teachers, to counterbalance the negative trend of enrollment in higher education 
after high school. Knowing the features that characterize the students enrolled (future students)  in agronomic higher 
education represents a starting point for future action directions of the university regarding the approach on students, their 
interests and activities and also for determining the target group on which to focus the promoting activities regarding the 
educational opportunities provided by agronomic universities. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Universities must adapt their educational 
programs to the specific needs of these categories of 
students, and to develop appropriate training 
programs for teachers, to counterbalance the negative  
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trend of enrollment in higher education after high 
school, a trend which fell sharply from 53.6% in 
2007 - 2008 to 35.2% in 2011 - 2012. 
In the context of the restructuring of vocational 
and technical education system in Romania, since 
2009 with the abolition of arts and crafts schools, 
enrollment rates in VET have steadily declined. Most  
affected      were        rural         students,      because 
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without schools of arts and crafts, VET network of 
upper secondary schools is significantly less 
developed than in urban areas.  
At the same time, leaving the VET rate is 
significantly higher than the rate of departure from 
the theoretical high school or post-secondary 
programs [3].  
Based on a study of literature, Owlia and 
Aspinwall (1996) identify three models of quality 
concept applicable to HEI (Higher Education 
Institution).  
At the same time the authors have developed 
a conceptual framework of quality in this sector 
based on six criteria: tangibility, competence, 
attitude, content, transfer and trust [2]. 
Student mobility to or from Romania is still 
a challenge to create an attractive, quality tertiary 
education. During the period 2007 - 2010, the 
percentage of Romanian citizens enrolled in a college 
of  another EU country rose from 4% in 2007 to 7% 
in 2010, remaining, however, insignificant compared 
to the reference threshold for 2020, stipulating that 
"at least 20% of higher education graduates should 
have had a study or training period (including work 
placements in a professional environment) abroad in 
the forms of higher education, representing at least 15 
ECTS (The European credit transfer and 
accumulation system) or for a duration of at least 
three months" [4, 5, 6, 7]. 
The higher education system in Romania has 
undergone significant changes after 1990. Significant 
increases were recorded for economic studies and 
legal studies, technical studies making a strong 
comeback in the last decade in terms of number of 
students. With the increasing number of students 
increased also the number of teachers in higher 
education, but with a much lower rate. Also, the 
infrastructure of higher education institutions has 
grown but much slower as the number of students [1] 
 
2. Material and Method 
 
The research aims the crystallization of some 
useful information for the formulation of 
management strategies aimed at increasing the flow 
of candidates towards the university and thus to 
improve the quality of education, to achieve targets 
of excellence. 
To meet such a goal, it is necessary to assess 
the socio-human potential candidates or prospective 
university students. Such a requirement is imposed 
and facilitated by regulations which occurred after 
the accession of Romania to the European Union. 
 The University of Agricultural Sciences and 
Veterinary Medicine (USAMV) in Cluj-Napoca is a 
higher education institution of advanced research and 
education with a tradition of over 145 years, during 
which it permanently managed to successfully meet 
the requirements of education, research and 
innovation related to regional and national 
agriculture. 
The case study is based on theories, on 
personal approach, on the description of the case, on 
the interpretation and formulation of 
findings. Generalization and extrapolation of the 
findings should be made with reservation, this is also 
appliable to case the study and observation through 
the monography. Collection of information necessary 
for the case study research was done through direct 
method by administering questionnaires to 
candidates from the four faculties of USAMV Cluj-
Napoca. The questionnaire included a series of 
typical questions that emerged through educational, 
social and motivational profile of the candidates, 
questions recorded in the candidate profile or in its 
professional motivation. The research was 
exhaustive, so that the representativeness of the data 
collected is implicit. 
Gathering information necessary was 
conducted through direct research method, by 
administering questionnaires to candidates (994 
respondents) from the four faculties of Veterinary 
Medicine Cluj-Napoca. The questionnaire included a 
series of typical questions that emerged through 
educational profile, social motivation and the 
candidates, questions recorded in the candidate 
profile or in its professional motivation. 
Although these studies relate to the micro level 
(units or individuals), the findings may be useful at a 
macro level, especially for policies whose impact is 
exercised and assessed at the micro level, as is the 
promotion of quality management in institutions of 
higher education. 
 
3. Results and Discussions 
 
 For the University of Agricultural Sciences 
and Veterinary Medicine in Cluj-Napoca, the 
candidate/student general profile is presented taking 
into consideration the chosen faculty, results from 
baccalaureate and high school, education form 
chosen, gender, nationality, area of origin, profile of 
graduated high school. 
 
The chosen faculty 
The population studied, overall and for each 
faculty is presented in Fig. 1. The most sought is the 
Horticulture Faculty, which attracted 49.0% of the 
total number of candidates, followed by the Faculty 
of Agriculture, Veterinary Medicine Faculty and 
11.3% for Animal Science and Biotechnology 
Faculty. 
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Figure 1. Distribution in Percentage Values of the Candidates on Faculties 
 
 
 
 
 
Today, within the University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine in Cluj-Napoca 
there are five faculties, also the Faculty of Food 
Science and Technology among the four listed above. 
At the time when this study was conducted, the fifth 
faculty had not been founded yet. 
  
 
Results from baccalaureate and high school 
The distribution of candidates in class 
intervals, according to high school year’s results, 
respectively baccalaureate results is presented in Fig. 
2 and Fig. 3. Both distributions confirm a fairly 
consistent educational profile. In this respect, it is 
apparent that both in the case of distribution after 
high school results and after baccalaureate results, 
classes having low results hold a small share, 11.3% 
and 11.0% respectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Students Distribution According to High School Results 
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Figure 3. Students Distribution According to Baccalaureate Results 
 
 
Education form chosen 
Grouping by type of education candidates of 
their choice is illustrated in Fig. 4. Results obtained 
from grouping the data by type of education chosen 
by the candidates illustrates a major focus for the day 
form of education, 91.5% respectively. 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4. Distribution of Candidates by the Type of Education They Chose 
 
 
 
Gender 
Data processing regarding this feature is 
illustrated in Fig. 5. Although it is about strong 
practical professions, the percentage of female  
 
candidates is substantially similar to that of male 
candidates, the feminization of higher education in 
Romania is a reality of the past decades. 
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Figure 5. Candidates Distribution According to Gender 
 
Nationality.  
According to nationality, the majority of 
candidates are Romanian, which comprises 89.5% of 
all candidates (Fig. 6). 
 
The area of origin 
The area of origin reveals substantial 
imbalances between rural and urban areas, the 
imbalance created and deepened during the transition 
period.  There is a paradox in terms of the structure 
of candidates by area of origin. The research 
conducted reveals that 70.84% of the candidates 
come from urban areas (Fig. 7).  
Since the share of rural population is almost 
equal to that of urban areas, plus the specifics of the 
University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary 
Medicine, the paradox is based on a single 
explanation, severe impoverishment of the rural 
population and thus the reduction of the process of 
education for the children in Romanian villages. 
 
 
 
Figure 6. Candidates Distribution According to Nationality 
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Figure 7. Distribution of Candidates by Area of Origin 
 
 
Profile of graduated high school  
Since agricultural high schools, forced by 
circumstances, have reduced the number of graduates 
or changed their profile, they ceased to be the main 
suppliers of candidates for agricultural 
universities. Following this, the research carried out 
revealed an accentuated diversification of candidates 
according to the profile of graduated high school, 
predominant being industrial high schools and 
mathematics-informatics high schools. 
 
 
 
 
Figure 8. Distribution of Candidates According to the Profile of the High School Graduated 
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4. Conclusions  
 
A successful transition from the education 
system to the labor market or tertiaty education 
implies the improvement of the educational 
experience and performances during all stages of 
youth schooling; 
Regarding the candidate profile from USAMV 
Cluj-Napoca, centralized data confirms that 49.0% 
from the total number of candidates choes the Faculty 
of Horticulture. Distribution according to high school 
results and to baccalaureate results, confirmed the 
existence of a consistent educational profile.  
It can be quite a paradox, due to the main 
domaines of the university, in terms of candidates 
structure according to area of origin, because 70.84% 
of the candidates come from urban areas; it would be 
expected that the majority of the candidates came 
from the rural area, but mainly due to poverty a small 
percentage of highschool graduates from rural area 
enroll to universities. 
Also due to the domanis of the univesity the 
majority of students are male, but during the last 
years, due to the development of specializations that 
are more suitable for girls, the number of female 
students has started to increase. 
The majority of students enrolled at USAMV 
Cluj-Napoca have graduated industrial high schools, 
mathematics-informatics high schools and also 
natural sciences high schools.  
Knowing these features that characterize the 
students  enrolled  (future  students)   in   agronomic  
 
higher education represents a starting point for future 
action directions of the university regarding the 
approach on students, their interests and activities 
and also for determining the target group on which to 
focus the promoting activities regarding the 
educational opportunities provided by agronomic 
universities. 
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